
Holy Cross Catholic Primary School 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION using ‘GOD MATTERS’ and ‘SUPPLEMENTARY GUIDANCE’ from the Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth 

2021-
2022  
Long 
Term 
Plan 

Theme 

Autumn 1 
Spirituality 

Autumn 2 
Confidence 

Spring 1 
Aspiration 

Spring 2 
Enquiry 

Summer 1  
Resilience 

Summer 2 
Spirituality 

38 
weeks 

15 lessons 15 lessons 15 lessons 15 lessons 15 lessons 15 lessons 

Year 5 
 

CREATION 
 

 
 

‘How should we live as one of the 
People of God?’ 

 
Explores how we become creators, 
which involves the two creation stories 
in Genesis. 
 
What it means to be the People of God, 
as expressed by St Paul and as 
expressed in the Beatitudes. 
 
Looks at the importance of peace 
through the five pillars of Islam. 
 
Scripture: 
Genesis   1:1 – 2:4 (Creation – first 
account) 
Genesis     2:5 – 23 (Creation – second 
account) 
Colossians 3:12-17 (People of God) 
Mt 5: 1 – 12 (Sermon on the Mount: 
Beatitudes) 
 
Additional Scripture 
Genesis 22 1-18 (Abraham tested) 
Psalm 104 (God the Creator) 
Leviticus 19:9-10 (Do not over reap) 
Luke 12:32-34 (Where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also) 
Isaiah 1:17 Learn to do right; seek 
justice) 
Micah 6:8 (to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to humble thyself, to walk 
with thy God.) 
 

PRAYERS SAINTS AND FEASTS 
 

 
 

‘How do the Saints guide us in carrying out 
the work of Jesus today?’ 

 
Examines how the work of Jesus is 
continued through us as illustrated in the 
prayer of St Teresa of Avila. 
 
Examines the concept of pilgrimage as a 
journey of prayer. 
 
Looks at the importance of the pilgrimage to 
Mecca for Muslims. 
 
Scripture: 
Luke 18:35-43 - Healing of the blind man  
James 5:13-16 
Mark 10:46-52 – Healing of Bartimaeus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS 
 

 
 

‘How can the circumstances of Jesus’ 
birth inspire our actions today?’ 

 
Explores the difficulties faced by Mary and 
Joseph as revealed in Matthew’s Gospel, 
including the role of King Herod. 
 
Examines the implications of the 
Christmas story for us today. 
 
Scripture: 
Matthew 1: 18 – 2: 23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LENT 
 

 
 

‘Why is change a key theme for 
Lent?’ 

 
Looks at the concept of temptation. 
 
Looks at how preparation for Easter 
involves becoming more like Jesus 
through St. Paul’s teaching. 
 
Explores Jewish understanding of 
repentance. 
 
Scripture: 
Matthew 4: 1 – 11 
Mark 1: 12 – 13 
Luke 4: 1 – 13 
1 Corinthians 13: 4 – 13 
Colossians 3: 12 – 15 
Ephesians 4: 1 – 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EASTER 
 

 
 

‘How can the Easter Tridium guide and 
inspire us?’ 

 
Examines the Church’s belief in eternal life, 
as shown in the Easter story. 
 
Explores the story of Lazarus. 
 
Looks at symbolism in Hinduism. 
 
Scripture: 
Easter Vigil Service 
John 11: 17 – 44 Lazarus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

 
 

‘Why are Holy Orders and 
Matrimony Sacraments of 

service/vocation?’ 
 

Looks at the commitment 
expressed in the Sacraments of 
Holy Orders and Matrimony. 
 
Scripture: 
Tobit 8: 5 – 7 The Wedding Prayer 
of Tobias and Sarah 
Matthew 19: 4 – 6 
1 Corinthians 13: 4 – 7 
Ruth 1: 16 – 17 
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HARVEST CELEBRATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ADVENT 

 

 
 

Connects the coming of Jesus with the 
promise revealed in the Old Testament and 
looks at the titles that were given to the 
expected Messiah in the Old Testament. 
 
Scripture: 
Micah 5:2 
Jeremiah 23:5-6 
Ezekiel 34:23-24 
Lk 1:5-25 & 57- 80  
Mk 1:1-8 
Lk 3:1-18 
 
Additional Scripture 
Other scripture that tells us to repent, forgive 
and change: 
Matthew 18:21 (How many times should I 
forgive?) 
Luke 19:1 – 10 (Zacchaeus) 
Matthew 18:21 – 35 (The Unforgiving Servant) 
 
 
 

 
REVELATION 

 

 
 

‘How does getting to know Jesus help us 
to know God better?’ 

Study of certain parables looks at our 
understanding of the Kingdom of God and 
explores how the divine revelation is 
communicated, particularly in baptism. 
 
Explores stories told by Guru Nanak and 
other gurus. 
 
Scripture: 
Matthew 3:13-17 
Mark 1:9-11 
Luke 3:21-22 
John 1:29-34 
Matthew 3:1-12 
Mark 4:1-9, 13-20 
Luke 8:4-15 Parable of the Sower 
Matthew 7:24-27 
Luke 6:46-49 Parable of House Built on Sand 
Matthew 22:1-14 
Luke 14:15-24 - Parable of King’s Wedding 
Feast 
 

 

 
HOLY WEEK 

 

 
 

‘How does the story of Jesus 
driving the traders from the temple 

help us understand the tensions 
around Jesus?’ 

 
Provides a focus on Jesus driving 
the traders from the temple. 
 
Scripture: 
Holy Week passages 
Luke 19: 28 – 40 
Matthew 21: 12 – 13 
John 12: 12 – 19 
John 13: 1 – 19 
Mark 14: 12 – 26 
Exodus chapters 12 and 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PENTECOST AND MISSION 

 

 
 

‘In what ways does the Holy Spirit 
transform lives?’ 

 
Explores the Church’s belief in the Holy 
Spirit within the Trinity. 
 
Looks at the role of the apostles 
proclaiming the Good News. 
 
Scripture: 
Acts 2:1-13 & 38-47 (The Holy Spirit comes at 
Pentecost) 
Acts 2: 14-21 (Peter’s message to the crowd) 
2 Corinthians 5:17-20 (Being a follower of 
Jesus and making friendships) 
John 14:16-17 (The Holy Trinity) 
 
Additional Scripture: 
1 Corinthians 6:19 (The Gift of the Holy 
Spirit living in you) 
Romans 8:16 (God's Spirit joins himself to our 
spirits - we are God's children.) 
2 Timothy 3:16 (The use of scripture) 
Colossians 3:16 (Welcoming everyone by 
sharing the message of God through praise 
and through the Spirit) 
1 Corinthians 27-31 (Your role within God’s 
Church – being part of the body of Christ) 
Colossians 3:12-17 (Clothe yourselves in the 
gifts from the Holy Spirit) 
 

 
NB:  Exact dates for units are dependent on when key feasts fall.  Please see topic planner for dates for 2021 – 22. 


